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MARCH 2008

GOVERNOR’S MESSAGE

“Whatever you vividly , ardently desire, sincerely
believe, and enthusiastically act upon must inevitably come to pass” Paul Meyer

is the theme of our 75th Western Canada Conference
which promises to be informative and inspirational. We have numerous speakers

that will provide information and motivation to bring back to your clubs. Victor Malerek, Dr. Scharie
Travcer and Catherine Little will address the issues regarding Human Trafficking. Dez Kamara will share
with us the realities of living through the civil war in Sierra Leon and his insights to present day Sierra Leon.

The deadline for registration is coming up quickly so please refer to the conference call that is posted on our
website http://www.wcsoroptimist.org/ and has been sent to each club. You can make your hotel reservations
online this year. Also we have secured a 10% discount with Westjet.

WCR Board of Directors held their winter board meeting on January 19th & 20th. This is the last board
meeting of the biennium. We worked on a number of items besides conference planning: Transitioning of
the board, tuning up the bylaws (once again), and setting a Strategic Plan for the next biennium.

Believe it or not I have finally visited the last two clubs in the Region in January so I have visited all 19 clubs
during my term. It has been a pleasure and joy to visit each club to see the club’s dynamics, uniqueness yet
similarities of each club. The work that each club does in their community is vital and you should be proud
of your efforts.

This is a busy time of year for most clubs with awards deadlines and recognition events. March 8th is
International Women’s Day and the majority of clubs in the Region are hosting a celebration recognizing this
occasion. Good luck with the celebrations!

Looking forward to seeing you in Calgary!

All the best,
Governor Patti

"Vision without action is a daydream, action without vision is a nightmare." Japanese
Proverb

ACTION LINE
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TO PLEDGE OR NOT TO PLEDGE?

The Soroptimist Pledge is something I have wondered about for quite sometime. It is a very powerful
statement that reflects the good work and what Soroptimist stands for. For current times though I feel it is a
bit dated so I inquired to SIA headquarters to get the history and a better understanding of the pledge. Lisa
Mangiafico replied with the history of the pledge.

“The search for a Soroptimist "creed" began six months prior to the 1930 biennial convention in Philadelphia,
when federation president Ruby Lee Minar asked for submissions to be voted on at the convention. While in
Philadelphia, the convention delegates chose to defer making a decision for another six months, so that each
club could receive copies of the proposed creeds, and then make an informed decision. Ethel Knight Pollard,
then the Director of the Midwest and South Atlantic Regions noted, ". . . we want a Creed that we can use and
work by and live by, not one that will simply be printed and stuck away to get dusty and have no use to us. .
." Six months later, the American Federation of Soroptimist Clubs chose as its creed a pledge that simply
stated the ideals of the organization. Candis Nelson, a charter member of the Seattle Club, wrote the pledge
in 1927. Candis Nelson also wrote other inspirational verses on the spirit of Soroptimist, many of which may
be found in early issues of the magazine.”

It has also been a long misunderstanding that the pledge is mandatory at either the beginning or closing of a
meeting; it is not, it has been a tradition. Also the pledge is not recited outside of the Americas Federation.
So it is up to each club if they want to recite the pledge at their meetings or other functions.

A great alternative and more contemporary is our international mission statement:

“Soroptimist International is a worldwide organization for women in management and professions, working
through service projects to advance human rights and the status of women.”

Or, our federation mission statement:

“To improve the lives of women and girls, in local communities and throughout the world.”

So there you have it. “To pledge or not to pledge? That is the question.

Respectfully Submitted,

Governor Patti Dolan
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RECENT EVENTS

S.I. NORTH WEST VANCOUVER

On a Saturday in early December members of S.I. North & West Vancouver were once again in Edgemont
Village with the annual Christmas tree. The weather was kind to us this year and passers-by were in a
generous mood helping the Club to raise approximately $800. These funds were used to buy gifts to make
Christmas a little brighter for two families living on the North Shore.

Donations: At the Club’s November meeting a cheque for $1,300 was presented to the North Shore Safe
House for Youth. The funds were raised through the sale of toys donated by a local film studio after the
completion of filming of the latest “Fantastic 4” movie. In December the annual Christmas Party for
members and guests was held at the home of Soroptimist Gail Gatehouse.

At the Crimson Cabaret, from left to right: Doris Cowan,
Lois Taylor, President Elaine Bennett, Veronica Loat,
Margitta Schultz, Marion Pearce and Cindy Johal.

Among those present were representatives of the Lookout
Emergency Aid Society and a cheque for the $35,000 raised
through the 7th Annual Treasure Chest of Hope &
Opportunity was presented to them for the North Shore Shelter.

Also in December donations totalling $9,000 were made to 13 local organizations. These funds were
received from the Province of B.C. through the Club’s affiliation with the Community Gaming Management
Association and our role as volunteers at Planet Bingo.

This year the club was one of the sponsors of the Crimson Cabaret which was held on Saturday, February 2nd
at the Centennial Theatre in North Vancouver in aid of the North Shore Women’s Centre. The sponsorship
package included recognition on the posters and in the programs as well as 8 tickets for the show and the
opportunity to have a table in the foyer to promote the Soroptimist mission and the club. Eight members
were on hand to man the table and to mingle with guests before the show and during the interval. They also
enjoyed the all female cabaret which featured 14 performances by acclaimed local performers who put on a
very varied program ranging from Taiko drumming and vocal ensembles to an aerial performance and folk
and modern dance. The event was well attended by an enthusiastic audience many of whom showed an
interest in our club. Several invitations were given out for the forthcoming Membership Night which, at the
time of writing, is to be held on February 20th at the home of Soroptimist Veronica Loat.

This year’s Awards Dinner will be held on Wednesday, March 5th at Cheers Restaurant in North Vancouver.

SUBMITTED BY: Doris Cowan
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