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GOVERNOR’S MESSAGE

You have to leave room in life to dream - Buffy Sainte-Marie

This is easier said than done for a Soroptimist. As we reach the half way point of a
Soroptimist year so much has happened in the Region. Club activities are in full
force. I had the opportunity to visit seven clubs recently: SI Banff, where I had the
privilege of inducting three new members; SI Calgary….yes, I had a fireside chat
with my own club; SI Surrey Delta where I met a number of wonderful women from

the community and heard of their efforts to improve the lives of women and girls; A lovely potluck with SI
Chilliwack who had just completed a very successful event. SI Langley met with me at a restaurant where I
was able to present them with four awards. Then off to SI North and West Vancouver where I was able to
attend their famous Treasure Chest of Hope & Opportunity. Thank goodness for free mileage on rental cars!

In October I attended the Soroptimist Foundation of Canada’s AGM in Winnipeg. This was an important
meeting as the Board presented and passed an investment policy for the Foundation funds. Also we had a
chance to meet with two SFC grant winners and hear their moving and inspirational stories. This is also a rare
time when Eastern Canada Region and Western Canada Region get to meet. I met with SI of Winnipeg for a
lovely brunch on the Sunday to exchange ideas and receive input from the members.

December brings a number of activities for the clubs. This year’s President’s Appeal is Restoring Dignity, a
partnership with Hamlin Fistula Relief and Aid Fund. This is SI President Margaret Lobo charity of choice. We
recognize the President’s Appeal on December 10th, which coincides with Human Rights Day. All clubs
received a DVD outlining the program. Remember that the fundraising efforts run year-round for this project.

We are also coming to the end of our biennium so December 7th is the deadline for nominations for positions on
the Region Board. Please do consider putting your name forward, taking the opportunity to learn more about
our organization, and growing both personally and professionally in a leadership role.

A reminder: Western Canada Region Board meets in Vancouver on January 19th and 20th, 2008. This will be an
important meeting as the Region board will be planning the Conference and setting a Strategic Plan for the
Region. If you have any questions or concerns you contact anyone on the Board so we can address those issues.

The Call to Conference will be sent out in February and here’s a preview for what we have planned. The
Region has secured Victor Malarek, Senior Reporter for CTV’s W-Five, and author of “The Natasha’s – The
New Global Sex Trade”. Mr. Malarek has spoken at both the Red Deer and Vancouver Symposiums on Human
Trafficking. We have also made arrangements with Westjet for members to receive a 10% discount on the
lowest fare for flights to Calgary between April 27th – May 7th, 2008. The information will be included in the
Call and will be posted on the Region website.

ACTION LINE
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The Region Board and myself would like to take this opportunity to wish you and your family peace and best
wishes for the season.

All the best,
Governor Patti

"Vision without action is a daydream, action without vision is a nightmare." Japanese Proverb

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

MEMBERS, MEMBERS, MEMBERS

At the end of our last Soroptimist year we in the WCR had worked hard and raised our membership to 500 and
the number of clubs in the region to 19. Governor Patti has sent out a challenge to all of the clubs in the region
to work toward raising our membership again by a gross of one member per club. That means one member
over and above the number last year so it your club has lost any members those must be made up in new
members before the gross membership raises.

Remember to be a cheerleader for Soroptimist every day. Wear a Soroptimist pin encouraging curiosity, it
gives you an opportunity to tell others about what it is that we do. Look around your community for women
that are eligible for membership and go out of your way to talk to them about Soroptimist, invite them to your
meetings and ask them to bring along a friend that they think might be interested as well. By doing this you just
may get two new members instead of the one that you had thought of. Invite women involved in programs that
you support and see if they might be interested in joining. When you are organizing fundraisers invite friends
and acquaintances that might be suitable members to come. Let them see what it is that you do as a club and
invite them to your Christmas parties and other social events letting them see that we are not all work.

Keep an eye out everywhere you go, don’t keep your membership in Soroptimist a “secret” let everyone know
and just maybe your club will benefit with new members and Soroptimist will stop being the “best kept secret”.

While I write this I’d also like to take the opportunity to wish each and every Soroptimist in the WCR and
everywhere and their families the Happiest of Christmases and a Wonderful New Year filled with health,
happiness, prosperity and joy.

SUBMITTED BY: BJ Gallagher, WCR Membership Coordinator
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RECENT EVENTS
S.I. OSOYOOS

At the Town of Osoyoos Volunteer Recognition Awards luncheon held at the Osoyoos Golf and Country Club
on Saturday October 13, 2007, three local Soroptimists won top awards. Charter member Shirley Rowbotham
won the Best Volunteer Project award for arranging for the funding, building and installing of the Pioneer
Walkway Clock. Shirley has spent the last 15 years ensuring the Pioneer Walkway plan was completed, and it
is. When you visit Osoyoos, come and see the beautiful flowers, gazebo, fountain, clock and picnic tables for
tourists and residents to enjoy. Each year several wedding ceremonies are held at the gazebo. Shirley has always
been an active volunteer in her town, and was awarded Osoyoos Citizen of the Year in 1985.

Jessie Smythe, SI Osoyoos Board member, won the Community Commitment award for continuing to volunteer
on many committees. Since Jessie moved to Osoyoos in 1993 she has volunteered her time as Secretary or
Treasurer for a variety of local groups, such as Hospital Auxiliary, Hospital Board, Osoyoos Art Gallery,
Concert Series, Market on Main and Festival Society, and was awarded the Leadership award in 1996.

Co-President Sue McKortoff won the 2007 Volunteer Leadership Award. Sue has lived and worked in Osoyoos
for 40 years and has been involved in a variety of local committees, including Hospital Board, Hospital
Auxiliary, Arthritis Society, Festival Society, and Regional District Boards. Sue also won the Citizen of the
Year Award in 1992.

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

S.I. EDMONTON – Busy, busy, busy!

President Karima attended the SIA Professional Development Seminar in Philadelphia in August and came back
with many new ideas about club procedures after attending a session presented by Leigh Wintz, ED of SIA
“Who’s Running This Meeting Anyway?”

Anna Der attended the WCR Leadership Seminar and found it very informative, especially the presentation by
Rosemarie Sergeant on the types of boards. Doris Goetz attended the Soroptimist Foundation AGM presenting
a cheque from our club for $2,000.00. She was also pleased to receive a “GOLD Award” from the Foundation
for our Club’s donation of $5,000.00 last year. We all feel very strongly that Soroptimist Foundation of Canada
is something that should be supported and are proud to see that our late member Gladys Wilson was mentioned
in the Cornerstone for her Legacy Contribution to the Foundation.

Dawning Boston attended the Human Trafficking Symposium in Red Deer, October 11 and 12. Edmonton
participated with four other clubs to provide the funds to supply the lunch for the event.

On March 8, 2008 SI Edmonton will be hosting an event themed “Trucks”. We intend to use the proceeds
raised to assist the AGAPE Foundation Society purchase a truck to support their work in Africa where they
operate an orphanage. Our Club will also be holding another Casino on June 3 and 4, 2008.

SUBMITTED BY: BJ Gallagher
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~




